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GRIZZLIES SPLIT LAST TWO HOME GAMES;
EVANSVILLE CLASSIC EIGHT DAYS AWAY

MISSOULA-The University of Montana Grizzly basketball team may be going from the frying
pan into the fire at the end of the month when it takes its 2-3 record into the
Evansville Classic tournament in Evansville, Ind.
The Grizzlies will face the University of Evansville Purple Aces in first round
action of the tourney Friday night, Dec. 29.

Other teams in the two-day classic will

be Florida State University and George Washington University.
Evansville, host school for the tourney, is rated as the third best small college
basketball team in the country according to the latest polls.
The Tips moved to their 2-3 record Tuesday night with an 88-72 win over the
tough Fresno State College Bulldogs, who are now 4-3.

Despite the margin of victory

for the Bruins, the game was anything but a rout.
Montana led 73-72 with 3:19 remaining and scored 15 straight points before the
buzzer sounded. ‘ Center Don Parsons, who came off the bench to wind up with 29 points
and 14 rebounds, high in both categories for the game, scored 8 of the final for the Tips
Parsons was aided well in scoring by 6-4 guard Ron Moore, who had 26 tallies.
was the first time this year that Moore was not the leading Grizzly scorer.

It

The

score at halftime was 44-40.
Coach Ron Nord had juggled his starting lineup, with Stan Yoder, Steve Brown and
Tom Jones starting in place of usual starters Rick Johnston, Greg Hanson and Parsons.
"We felt these people earned the right to start through their performances
during practice sessions and in previous games," Nord said.
placed certainly did a fine job when they came in."
more
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Nord felt Fresno State was a good ball club, and he was pleased that his Wilvertips outrebounded the taller and heavier Bulldogs, 58-37.
"I was especially pleased with the work of sophomore John Cheek, who showed a lot
of poise late in the game for a young and inexperienced player,” Nord said.
Cheek came in to hit on 7 of 9 free throws in clutch situations when the game
was close in the final minutes.
"Don Parsons hustled real well, and seemed to be in the right place at the right
time all night,” Nord said.

"And Ron Moore did his usual fine job."

The head coach also commended sophomore Mark Agather Oif Libby for his fine work
under the boards.

Agather finished with 10 retrieves, and continues to lead the

Bruins in this category in the season.
The Washington State loss, by a 61-81 margin, did not surprise a lot of people,
but the first half did.

The Grizzlies trailed only 33-32 at halftime.

"We were able to set the tempo in the first half, which was exactly what we wanted
our kids to do," Nord said.
us.

"Washington State played at our tempo and it paid off for

But they set the tempo in the second half, and we couldn’t match it."
Nord said he was extremely proud of his team's effort against the Cougars, tall

and experienced club considered one of the finest teams in the nation this year.
Five-game statistics show Ron Moore is averaging 20.6 points per game to lead
in that area, followed by Parsons with 11.6.

Parsons doubled his four-game total with

his 29 tallies in the Tips', fifth game last night.
Moore is shooting 47.7 per cent from the field, but Rick Johnston, another guard,
is leading with 56.8, followed by forward Greg Hanson with 53.6.
From the free throw line, Moore is leading regulars with 72.4 per cent, and sub
stitute Steve Brown is 10 for 10 for 100 per cent.
As a team, the Grizzlies are shooting 44.7 per cent from the field and 61.3 from
the line, compared to 39.8 and 71.0 per cent for opponents.
Montana has outrebounded its opposition, 264-251, but is averaging five points
per game less in scoring. The Grizzlies lead their opponents in field goalds,
152-144, but trail in free throws made, 130-89.
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